
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

SUB-GROUP held in Meeting Room 1, Pathfinder House, St. Mary's 
Street, Huntingdon, PE29 3TN on Tuesday, 12 December 2006 

   
 PRESENT: Councillors P L E Bucknell, D B Dew, P G 

Mitchell, C J Stephens and G S E Thorpe. 
   
   
   
 APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence from the meeting were 

submitted on behalf of Councillors Mrs M 
Banerjee and J S Watt. 

   
 IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Mrs M Banerjee and J S Watt. 
 
 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   
 
 RESOLVED 

 
that Councillor P G Mitchell be elected Chairman of the 
Sub-Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 

 
2. MINUTES   
 
 The Minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 27th July 2005 

were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN   
 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that Councillor D B Dew be appointed Vice-Chairman of the 

Sub-Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 
 

4. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 
 No interests were declared. 

 
5. TERMS OF REFERENCE AND METHOD OF OPERATION   
 
 Having been reminded of their terms of reference and method of 

operation (a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) Members 
observed that the trial period of twelve months over which the role of 
the Sub-Group was to be reviewed had expired.  Although not 
required to meet regularly, Members considered that the Sub-Group 
had been a success and suggested that it be established on a 
permanent basis.  Given also the recent decision of the Council to 
introduce public speaking at meetings of the Development Control 
Panel with effect from January 2007, Members were of the view that 
the procedure for public speaking also should be extended to 
meetings of the Sub-Group. 
 



Whereupon, it was 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
  (a) that the Development Control Panel be 

recommended to constitute, on an annual basis, 
a Tree Preservation Orders Sub-Group to 
consider objections received to and confirm or 
otherwise proposed tree preservation orders; 

 
  (b) that their terms of reference be adjusted to reflect 

that the procedure approved by the Council at its 
meeting on 6th December 2006 for the 
introduction of public speaking at Development 
Control Panel be extended also to Sub-Group 
meetings. 

 
 

6. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - L/TPO/211: 
FORMER HOSTEL SITE, 2 PARK CLOSE, YAXLEY, PE7 3JW   

 
 (Councillor Mrs M Banerjee and J S Watt addressed the Sub-Group 

on the item). 
 
A report by the Planning Policy Manager was submitted (a copy of 
which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to the making of a tree preservation order to protect a 
Sycamore and White Beam on the site of a former hostel at 2 Park 
Close, Yaxley. 
 
Members were made aware that the potential for redevelopment of 
the site had resulted in the making of the Order.  Having been 
acquainted with the nature of the objections, the Sub-Group were of 
the view that although not exceptional specimens in their own right, 
the presence of the trees at that location was significant given their 
contribution to the visual amenity value of the vicinity.  In 
acknowledging that the Sycamore tree would benefit from 
maintenance work, Members 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 (a) that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/211 relating to a 

Sycamore and a White Beam tree located on a former 
hostel site at 2 Park Close, Yaxley be confirmed; and 

 
 (b) that the owner/objector be advised that an application 

for maintenance works to the Sycamore tree would be 
considered favourably by the Local Planning Authority. 

 
7. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - L/TPO/210:  5 

WILLOW CLOSE, EYNESBURY, ST. NEOTS, PE19 2JD   
 
 By way of a report by the Planning Policy Manager (a copy of which is 

appended in the Minute Book) the Sub-Group were acquainted with 
an objection received to the making of a tree preservation order to 
protect a large Poplar tree at the rear of a garden at a property at 5 
Willow Close, Eynesbury. 



 
Before proceeding to discuss the objection received to the Order, the 
Democratic Services Manager conveyed to the Sub-Group the 
support indicated by Ward Councillors Mrs D E Collins and A N 
Gilbert for the retention of the tree. 
 
In response to the objections raised, the Arboricultural Officer 
confirmed that despite its size, the tree was in good health but 
perhaps could benefit from some lateral reduction.  The roots and 
height of the tree were not presenting any difficulties in terms of the 
structure or stability of the tree.  It was also noted that a new 
development adjacent to the land on which the tree was located had 
purposely been positioned away from its roots. 
 
Having acknowledged that the tree was visible from a number of 
locations and thus made a valuable contribution to the amenity of the 
area, the Sub-Group  
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that tree preservation order L/TPO/210 relating to a large 

Poplar in the garden of a property at 5 Willow Close, 
Eynesbury, St. Neots be confirmed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 


